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refer to it. But there is no doubt that this was an
exaggeration dictated by the pride of the Church to
ecclesiastical chroniclers ; it was only recorded in a
subsequent age and not in the contemporary records,
Eginhard, the historian and contemporary of Charle-
magne, having made no reference to it, although he
speaks of the elephant presented by the Caliph to his
King, and even says that its name was Polabas (pro-
bably Abul Abbas), and that it died in 810 AD.9 The
reticence of the Arab chronicles is another proof that
the relations between the courts of Baghdad and that
of the Franks were not, from this point of view, as
grave as represented by the ecclesiastical chronicle.
These were merely royal courtesies between the
masters of the East and the West; if they were really
of political gravity they must have been a state secret.
It seems also that the real aims of Charlemagne
in being on friendly terms with the Abbaside Caliph
were involved in secrecy and known only to his secret
council as is proved by the fact that the reports
merely relate the events of these relations without
speaking of their political import*
The Frankish chronicle further says that Charle-
magne was so pleased with the result of his first
embassy to Al-Rashid that he sent another embassy
headed again by his envoy Isaac. We do not know
the details of this second embassy, nor do we know the
exact dates of this diplomatic correspondence. It is
probable, however, that they took place in the early
days of Al-Rashid, between 786-790 A.D. (171-176
A.H.) The events of Andalusia at this time throw
light on the nature and extent of this understanding.
As soon as the young Abbaside Caliphate settled on
the ruins of the old Omayyad Caliphate, Abdul Rah-
man, the Omayyad, appeared in Spain and took part
in the civil war which was tearing the peninsula at
that time. His resolution and sagacity enabled him
to establish in Cordova a new Omayyad State. The